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Synopsis

«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

In a quiet Orlando, Florida, suburb three young men struggle
to escape the wreckage of their pasts and create new lives
for themselves. Their new home is CollegeBoysLive.com, a
voyeur webcam house rigged with 32 cameras, where their
every move is watched by thousands of paying members.
The site’s creator claims CollegeBoysLive.com is simply
about showing that “it’s okay to be gay.” But the neighbors
insist it’s a pornographic whorehouse and sue to have them
evicted. This intimate and provocative documentary examines
a complex subculture, but at its heart is the universal search
for family and acceptance.

Running time: 94 minutes, Color, DigiBeta, English, 2009
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screenings

«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Newfest Film Festival
(New York Gay and Lesbian Film Festival)

June 2009

Frameline Film Festval
(San Francisco Gay and Lesbian Film Festival)

July 2009

Outfest
(Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Film Festival)

July 2009

QFest
(Philadelphia Gay and Lesbian Film Festival)

July 2009

PRIDE Series South Africa
September 4th - September 17th

Queer Screen Sydney
September 3rd - September 13th

Fresno Reel Pride
September 19th

Oslo Gay & Lesbian Film Festival
September 25 - September 30th

Clip Tampa Bay

(forerly Tampa International Gay & Lesbian FF)
October 16th

Image Out Rochester
October 17th

Onein Ten
(Washington DC LGBT Film Festival)

October 22nd

Chicago Reeling
November 5th - November 14th

OUT TAKES
(Dallas Lesbian & Gay Film Festival)

December 10th
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reviews

«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Variety.com
July 8, 2009
by Dennis Harvey

Going behind the scenes of a 24/7 live website in which participants are observed
everywhere—bedroom and bath included—might seem redundant, yet docu
“College Boys Live” exerts a bizarre and dramatic fascination by observing that
Orwellian experiment-cum-entertainment over a six-month haul. As in TV reality
shows, protags naturally act out in their unnatural circumstances; the proprietors’
claims that all this somehow affirms “gay is good” are highly compromised by the
project’s voyeuristic exploitation. Specialized cable and DVD sales are signaled.

Brit expat Zac Adams runs “College Boys Live” as a paid subscription site where
members can watch allegedly “hot, horny college boys!” in a communal home with
pool, Jacuzzi and all-seeing vidcams. The skinny young lads must chat online
nightly, partly while nude. Whether intentionally selected, or because no one in his
right mind would sign on, the residents tend to be from broken homes or otherwise
troubled backgrounds; this high-tech fishbowl reps a questionable improvement.
Crises include a lawsuit-forced move, one subscriber’s increasingly obsessive
friendship with a resident, and a boy’s ejection for out-of-control behavior.
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Advocate.com
July 08, 2009

Ten Films You Must See at Outfest
by Corey Scholibo

What starts as a documentary about a gay porn website quickly devolves into an
episode of Cops in this compelling and well-crafted film. Zac and Jonathan have
built a healthy gay Web business. Their site features a group of young men who
live in their house rent-free in exchange for having their entire lives taped. But as
one might expect, the offer of room and board for the baring of one’s soul and
body attracts a very particular group of wounded individuals. The documentary
chronicles the housemates’ struggles with their neighbors and even follows a site
viewer who admits to living his life around the comings and goings of these young
men, but the film is ultimately about the lives of those on the inside. In this petri
dish, with ingredients including alcohol, sex, and lost souls desperately yearn-

ing for a family, all hell breaks loose time and again. But the voyeurism of seeing
the men and even of seeing the fights that break out is ultimately trumped by the
film’s look into the lives of gay youths still abandoned by their families, still coming
from poverty, still living a far cry from the fantasy presented on the Web cameras.
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Indie Wire

This doc goes behind-the-scenes of a subscriber-based 24/7 live website to follow 6 college-aged
gay boys and the gay couple who owns the house where they live together and play/work. The
boys come from troubled backgrounds - each one seeking refuge, or a step-up, or the adoration
of online voyeurs, or a surrogate family for 6 months. Six months is the term of the “contract” and
it’s just long enough for filmmaker George O’Donnell to expose the ugly truth of this scenario. The
gay couple who act as den mothers and collect the “$20,000 per month” income generated by

the subscriptions are great subjects, too, but hardly redeemable 20 (they can’t even justify their
position without long “thoughtful” pauses - long enough to give the audience a place to laugh). At
one point they invite a subscriber who is obsessed with one of the boys to move in with them. The

production value isn’t great, but the film is compelling, dramatic, surprising, and tragic.

These boys are not in college and probably will not go to college, and for whom the future is not
hopeful; and yes it’s like watching a train wreck. But train wrecks are messy and there aren’t
many survivors. It's easy to dismiss this film as an exploitation or guilty pleasure. Television is
over run with reality shows that take the same approach and allow audiences entre into worlds
not always seen, so that one can escape and often judge the subjects. Because of that, maybe
it's okay to watch this film and not take it so seriously. It's easy to want to forget that these boys
have very real problems and their struggles will continue and likely worsen. But it’s really a wake-
up call to the gay community, and should serve as a cautionary tale. These boys represent a
demographic of the gay community that seems to be shrinking as it becom es more “acceptable”
to be gay; or, at least a demographic that has become inconvenient to the conversation. Like all
communities, there are certain class distinctions that divide the community. Is it easier to be a gay

youth today than it was 20 years ago? Not for these boys.
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

OUT.com

Highlights from this year’s L.A. gay film festival
By Eddie Shaprio

And finally, a film that ranks amongst the creepiest things I've ever seen, George
O’Donnell’s College Boys Live, set in an Orlando web-cam house. This is one sad
story of a group of very delusional people, none of whom seem to think there’s
anything odd about the way they live. The film feels almost like a latter-day Grey
Gardens wherein the audience is taken into a house to witness a living, breathing
train-wreck. As a viewer, one can’t help but feel humiliated for the subjects and
embarrassed to see what you see. And yet O’Donnell’s skill is such that you can’t
take your eyes away.
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Watermark
September 9, 2009

A Central Florida “webcam house” inspires a lawsuit and a fascinating film
by Stephen Miller

“l think we could easily ask whether the web site is exploitative or not,” says
documentary filmmaker George O’Donnell. “As far as whether the film exploits
the young men, | am very careful to tell their personal stories. | also want to give
them more respect than anyone else had yet given.”

For O’'Donnell, the spark of interest was immediate. “I picked up a magazine one
day, and | saw an article titled something like ‘Webcam House Being Sued by
Local Neighbor.’ It had everything. It had story, conflict. It had subjects who were
already comfortable with being filmed!” he says.
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

NYC Splash

“George O’Donnell’'s documentary takes an intimate look at three boys and how
you try to become young men under extremely unusual circumstances. The film-
maker does a great job of simply providing the conduit through which we get a
glimpse of this world, versus being inflammatory or biased. It does exactly what a
documentary is supposed to do: document, observe, illuminate and be as invisible
as possible in those pursuits.

The film College Boys Live, aside from not actually featuring any boys who are in
college, also examines the question of exploitation and morality when voyeurism
is a business. It is an interesting study to see how these young gay men enjoy
new found freedom to be who they are...”
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cast & crew 11

«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

Zac Adams, Site Owner George O’Donnell, Director & Producer
Jonathan, Co-Manager of CBL Hope Litoff, Editor

J.C. Phill Kess, Camera

Tim Lizzie Swift, Assistant Editor

Chuck Lauren DeFilippo, Assistant Editor

Charlie
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«<COLLEGE BOYS LIVE>

— West Hollywood News

—Homo-neurotic
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